Relationships between nutrition, puberty and mammary development in cattle.
The available studies concerning the relationships between nutrition, puberty and mammary development demonstrate the importance of pubertal mammary growth for the future development and ultimate milk-producing capacity of the mammary gland. A relationship between reproductive development and mammary development is also evident and mammary development at puberty is clearly influenced by the feeding level at that time. The role of specific nutrients has not been thoroughly investigated, but results suggest that specific fatty acids may be involved in the regulation of mammary growth. Mammary growth during puberty is affected by oestrogen and GH, but their respective roles and mechanisms of action have not yet been clarified.